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                                  Registration No:-  A0032895   

                             Next Rally No 106 at  

1234 Lake Goldsmith-Carngham Road Lake Goldsmith Vic.  

                       

                 GOLDSMITH SPRING RALLY

                       Pyrenees Steam Pageant  
 

           Friday October 30   2015 

 

        Great Southern Steam Trek 

 Ballarat -Beaufort - Lake Goldsmith     

 

 

      Sat Oct 31 & Sun Nov 1   2015 

  

International  Truck Tractor &  Farm   

                         Rally  

   

This 1932 Ford Sedan and  C1956 Ford  Customline and Fordson Tractor below were at the105
th

Rally  

            
This locally produced Wishart (and 2 others at the rally) lighting plant combined the Ford and 

Lighting Plant themes by using a Ford Prefect piston and conrod. The Roseberry powered 32Volt 

lighting Plant ran a family farm near Wangaratta and is still in the same family. 
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           The 105
th

 Autumn Rally featuring Fords and Lighting Plants provided a pleasant glow and spread of Fordson 

Tractors and Fords Cars and trucks on the arena and around the Rally Grounds. 

       The Steam and Internal combustion machinery was on show in force and the sheds and compounds displayed an 

enormous range of Heritage machinery. 

        In spite of predictions the autumn weather stayed cool and dry and the large turnout of visitors were spread over the 

rally ground  and all sheds were well patronised.  

        The committee and members thank all those visitors and exhibitors who added to the variety of displays and made the 

rally a success. Hopefully we will see you again at the 106
th 

Rally in the spring. 

       The next Rally will be a special event. In addition to the Steam displays and sheds. the featured theme for the Rally is 

International Trucks, Tractors and anything else from the enormous variety of farm, domestic, industrial and military 

equipment produced over its long life around the world and in Australia at Geelong. 

        This Rally will see the first GOLDSMITH  PYRENEES  HISTORIC VEHICLE   ROAD  RUN. Sentinel Steam 

Wagons and International trucks and Tractors will head up this Road run, and all forms of Heritage and red plate 

vehicles will be welcome on the run which will on Friday the 30
th

 of October 2015. The Sentinel owners are arranging to 

have the largest convoy of Sentinel Wagons outside of the UK. They will be starting in Ballarat and will be travelling the 

30/40KM to the Goods Shed marshalling area in Beaufort where they will regroup and join the other entrants to travel the 

15KM to the Rally Grounds at Lake Goldsmith. 

       The yards at the Goods Shed have a large parking area for trailers and floats for vehicles that are trucked in. The 

Clubs onsite Museum has good facilities and meals are available at nearby Hotels and take away or dine in restaurants.  

        These facilities are ideal for entrants who will be involved over the 3 days or those who will just be on the Road Run 

                     If your club would like to be involved in this event, or if you have a vehicle that you would like to include in 

this event contact:-  

 Ron Harris on:- 0418 514 990    or  scss@vic.australis.com.au       Ed. 

            

  Find us on the net at:-                 www.lakegoldsmithsteamrally.org.au   

 

  Or contact us by email                 info@lakegoldsmithsteamrally.org.au  

                     Or write to:              The Secretary:- P.O. Box 21 Beaufort 3373 

             

   Or contact the editor:-                    goldsmitgazet@optusnet.com.au  

    

  To register for this ñcost & obligation freeò bi-monthly e-magazine ñGoldsmithò 

 

       just  email: -         goldsmitgazet@optusnet.com.au       or    ph 0425 744 052 

     

                                                                   Mission Statement 
 To foster, nurture, encourage and demonstrate technical, agricultural and life skills associated with the Industrial Era.  

   To provide a quality environment    where these skills may be used to educate and entertain members and visitors. 

  To run two weekend rallies each year, and be available at convenient time for other interested groups or individuals. 

                                                           To conserve and develop a heritage collection. 

 

       Copyright :-      Our policy is to promote redistribution subject to the following limitations                                              
      The authors appended ©, of work in this newsletter retain the copyright of their work and images. You may download, display, print and 

reproduce their material in unaltered form only for your personal use and use within your family or organisation. Apart from usages permitted 

under the Copyright Act 1968 such as ñFair Dealingò for the purpose of reporting, all other rights are reserved. If your organisation is a Periodic 

publications dedicated to the preservation of Heritage structures, machinery and skills, or a bona fide news media you may archive and republish 

this material free of charge without further authorisation, provided that the source of the material, that is ñGoldsmith Gazetteò and the ñAuthors 

name Éò, is acknowledged, and that the material is not used for advertising or endorsements, and that the user does not purport to licence, or 

assign or sell copyright to other parties. All other rights are reserved. Requests for other use of copyright material may be directed via the editor 

 

  There was a ceremony in the Boiler House  
     when a brass plaque was unveiled to commemorate the donation of the Harrison Mill Engine by Coleraine family of Keith and 

May Brown. This engine is now the centrepiece of the clubs collection in the Boiler house. Neil Wright has recorded the moment, 

and some background in the following story. 

 

                                    Harrison Engine Unveiling     
 
The Lake Goldsmith Steam Rally is home to the largest assembly of working steam engines in Australia.  Nowhere is this more 

typically exemplified than within the Societyôs collection housed in the Founderôs Building Boiler House.  From the steam rallyôs 

early times, a unique collection of stationary (and some portable) steam engines has steadily accumulated in the Societyôs 

main storage building.  

mailto:scss@vic.australis.com.au
http://www.lakegoldsmithsteamrally.org.au/
mailto:info@lakegoldsmithsteamrally.org.au
mailto:goldsmitgazet@optusnet.com.au
mailto:goldsmitgazet@optusnet.com.au
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   With completion of the world-class Founderôs Building in 2000, that collection has taken a new form as ñthe Societyôs Boiler 

house displayò a vast & impressive working presentation of these engines  

   A unique part of that display and arguably the óflagship,ô has been around from the mid 1970ôs.  It was not until re- installation 

in the Founderôs Building that restoration could be seriously undertaken.  

   Donated from the collection of the late Keith Brown (TK) of Coleraine, the large horizontal engine is the only known remnant 

example of the Ballarat based Albert Foundry. The engine had been originally supplied to a Korweinguboora Gold mine circa 

1885 and when salvaged for preservation; had formerly powered the Kingston Chaff Mill near Creswick.   

    The writer has been an ardent admirer of this remarkable engine, recalling the attempts over past years to bring the Harrison 

engine into motion once more.  

The engine had been placed on elevated concrete columns in the former ñmain shedò where a órestlessô flywheelô had created 

headaches, warp repositioning itself sideways requiring sideways creeping recesses to be cut out of the roof bearer directly over 

the ówheel. With its relocation to the Founderôs building, a flywheel pit became possible along with a meticulously bricked engine 

base and outrigger column. The crew at the boiler house are to be congratulated for a superb outcome, doing justice to this 

outstanding example of a Ballarat foundryôs craft work .  

     John Norris has played a major role in this ambitious project and in November 2014 championed the idea to officially unveil 

the engine. A design for a commemorative plaque acknowledging Keith Brownôs generosity and a plate fondly bearing the 

sentimental title of May (honouring Keithôs wife) were required.  

With CAD capabilities, member Ben Wright came up with a suitable design, patterned & cast at the Hasco Foundry in Ballarat 

North.  

      

The Sunday Boiler house tour of the 105th rally came to a conclusion with the unveiling of the 

plaques. Trevor Oliver in his óoratorialô praised the work of the boiler house team and 

reflected on the amusing incidence of the late Les Buckwell, nudging his ñnogginò on the 

engineôs elevated crankshaft; when it was formerly situated in the Main Building.   .   

 

Mary Joyce in effect a niece (as she likes to be known) of the Late TK Brown and a long time 

follower of the Lake Goldsmith movement; officiated in the unveiling. (right)  

 

Mary has been actively involved, in the óbackgroundô of the rally for many years and took 

pleasure in recognising the legacy of Keithôs foresight to secure the engine for present & 

future generations to witness in operation.   

            Neil Wright  

 

 Left : Unveiling 

ceremony.  

Bob Craddock, 2nd from 

left, Mary Joyce and 

John Norris surrounded 

by rally patrons . 

      Plaque honouring 

Keithôs wife May and 

below the 

commemorative  plaque. 
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                                    THE HARRISON ENGINE  

  The Harrisson Mill engine is an impressive piece of 19
th
 century engineering, and a reminder of the days when steam was king 

in an era when machinery had to work in 

harsh conditions and look good while it 

did it. The modern expression of Form & 

Function, cannot capture the majestic 

image created by tons of cast iron slowly 

rotating under the pressure of steam 

produced in a wood-fired boiler. 

         
 The engine is 15 Nominal HP & has a 

12ò bore and 32ò stroke, and the flywheel 

is 14ô8ò is Diameter. 

      John Norris, Ron Spooner and Bob 

Kirby led the team that restored this 

engine to operational status in 2000. It is 

operated by the team of volunteers in the 

Boiler House and its appearance is a 

credit to all involved. It and many other 

steam engines can be seen running during 

Rallies. 

     The engine did not always look so 

neat. Roger Spooner has provided some 

photoôs of earlier days when his father 

was involved in its restoration, and 

constructing of the massive concrete base and bedframe that it is mounted 

on. 

     Neil Wright mentioned the mill engines earlier home in the lean-to that 

preceded the founders building. This picture (on the right) from Rogerôs 

collection 

shows it on its 

lofty perch, 

where it 

reputedly held 

the roof up. 

  The picture on 

the left shows 

the start of 

construction of 

the new 

foundation and 

formwork for the Flywheel well being set in place with a mobile 

crane. 

 
    With the base concrete in place the next job was to fix 

the steel sub frame for the engine base. (below) 

     The picture on the right shows the outrigger bearing 

frame in 

place while 

the hammer 

drill gets a 

workout 

preparing 

for the 

engine 

frame which 

can be seen 

on the left. 
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  The mobile crane was used to move the engine parts into the 

shed and erect the engine. The flywheel hub is worth a look 

for those interested in 19
th
 century engineering technology. 

The crankshaft 

inside the hub has 4 

flats machined at 

equal spaces around 

the shaft, and a 

tapered key seats on 

each flat and a 

matching flat 

machined in the 

hub. The tapers 

lock in a similar 

way to the more 

common Gib-head key, and they also allow the centre of the 

flywheel to be radially offset slightly by selectively moving the 

taper wedges in or out. The picture on the right, taken with the 

engine running gives an idea, the gap is between the hub and 

shaft is an eye catcher. 

John Norris checks the cylinder installation (left) as the 

engine takes shape with the boilers visible in the background 

above. 

  
(below left) John Norris, Ron Spooner and Bob Kirby take a 

spell by another project, the clubs prized C1865 Tuxford 

Steeple Engine. 

   This is the clubs oldest heat engine and 1 of 2 

known survivors worlwide. ( see Goldsmith No 

125 for the history of this engine. 

       www.lakegoldsmithsteamrally.org.au.  

               under the magazine tab). 

    
With the project complete, and the engine 

running it is difficult to see the hundreds of hours 

needed to make it possible.   

   There is a lot to see in the Boiler house, with 

portable and stationary steam engines and 

equipment on display. The Boiler House team of 

volunteers start a few days before the rallies to 

bring the boiler up to steam and bring each steam 

engine up to temperature and on line.  

 

   Next Page, Peter Nearmy inspects the new 

plaque commemorating the Brown familyôs 

donation and introducing ñMayò the Mill engine. 

 


